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thence in the end ; and if it attempted to wean men
entirely from, the contemplation of the good things of
this world, in order to devote their faculties exclusively
to the thought of another, it may be foreseen that the
soul would at length escape from its grasp, to plunge
into the exclusive enjoyment of present and material
pleasures. The chief concern of religions is to purify,
to regulate, and to restrain the excessive and exclusive
taste for well-being which men feel at periods of
equality ; but they would err in attempting to control
it completely or to eradicate it. They will not succeed
in curing men of the love of riches : but they may
still persuade men to enrich themselves by none but
honest means.
This brings me to a final consideration, which
comprises, as it were, all the others. The more the
conditions of men are equalized and assimilated to
each other, the more important is it for religions, while
they carefully abstain from the daily turmoil of
' secular affairs, not needlessly to run counter to the
ideas which generally prevail, and the permanent
interests which exist in the mass of the people. For
as public opinion grows to be more and more evidently
the first and most irresistible of existing powers, the
religious principle has no external support strong
enough to enable it long to resist its attacks. . . .
I have shown elsewhere how the American clergy
stand aloof from secular affairs. This is the most
obvious, but it is not the only, example of their self-
restraint. In America religion is a distinct sphere, in
which the priest is sovereign, but out of which he takes
care never to go. Within its limits he is the master
vof the mind; beyond them, he leaves men to them-
selves, and surrenders them to the independence and
instability which belong to their nature and their
age. I have seen no country in which Christianity